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From the Bimah: 
Our Rabbi’s 

Message 

 

A Double Whammy! He 
Took the Blessing and 

the Birthright? 
 
At our next weekend of 
services at Temple Beth 
Shalom, November 13th , 
and 14th, we will be 
exploring the sixth 
reading of the Torah 
reading cycle, Torah 
portion Toledot,  Genesis 
25:19-28:9.  This portion 
begins with Isaac taking 
Rebecca, the daughter of 
Bethuel and sister of 
Laban to be his wife when 
he is forty years of age 
(25:19-20).  In the biblical 
account, it would seem 
that immediately following 
their marriage, Rebecca 
becomes pregnant with 
twins (25:21-26), but we 
learn in verse 26 that in 
actuality twenty years 
have elapsed, since 
Scripture records that 
Isaac was sixty years old 
at the birth of the twins, 

Esau and Jacob.  We 
learn that Esau grew to 
become a skillful hunter, 
“a man of the field,” and 
that Jacob became an 
“ish tam-perfect man(?), 
dwelling in tents.”  While 
in those tents, Jacob 
must have developed 
some amazing cooking 
skills, because he was 
able to wrest the birthright 
away from Esau in 
exchange for a bowl of 
lentil soup (25:27-34).   At 
that point, the Bible tells 
us “there was a famine in 
the land,” meaning, of 
course, the land promised 
to Abraham, the land that 
would eventually become 
Israel.  Isaac was 
instructed by the LORD 
not to go down to Egypt, 
the neighboring 
superpower of that time, 
so he stayed in Gerar, 
near the land of the 
Philistines.  While there, 
Isaac deceived the 
Philistines into thinking 
that Rebecca was his 
sister because he was 
afraid they would kill him 
and take her if they knew 
she were his wife (26:1-
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16).  In spite of his 
dishonesty, Isaac 
eventually makes peace 
with Abimelech, the king 
of the Philistines, 
because Abimelech could 
tell that Isaac was being 
blessed by the LORD 
(26:17-33).  By this point 
in the story, the twins 
have reached the age of 
forty, and Esau takes two 
wives, Judith, and 
Basemath, from among a 
local tribe, the Hittites.  
Apparently these Hittite 
ladies “made life 
miserable for Isaac and 
Rebecca” (26:34-35).   
Nevertheless, Isaac plans 
a special blessing for his 
firstborn, Esau. Upon 
hearing of Isaac’s 
intentions, Rebecca and 
Jacob conspire together 
to formulate a plan for 
Jacob, through deception, 
to get the blessing for 
himself (27:1-29).  Isaac 
and Esau were both 
enraged when they 
learned of Jacob’s 
deception and taking of 
the blessing. Esau was so 
angry, in fact, that he 
planned to kill Jacob after 
their father’s passing.  
Once again Rebecca 
steps in upon hearing of 
the plan.  She arranges 
for Jacob to be sent to 

Haran, the land of her 
relatives, purportedly to 
find a wife, but more 
obviously to get him away 
from Esau (27:30-28:9). 
  
I have always appreciated 
that the Hebrew 
Scriptures do not 
“whitewash” the lives and 
actions of our patriarchs 
and matriarchs. When 
wrongs or dishonesties 
are committed, the 
Hebrew Bible lays them 
out for all to see.  Now, 
one might argue that 
Jacob’s taking of the 
birthright from Esau, the 
true firstborn, was 
actually just shrewd 
business practice.  Jacob 
had labored all day 
producing a stew, while 
Esau had spent the day in 
the field, obviously 
pursuing game.  Esau 
was famished after all of 
that hunting, so he asked 
Jacob for some of the 
soup he had been 
making.  Jacob 
demanded Esau’s 
birthright in exchange for 
the soup.  Esau obviously 
thought he was about to 
perish from hunger and 
that the birthright would 
be of no use to him, so he 
willingly made the 
exchange.  Now, the 

birthright in ancient near 
Eastern cultures was no 
small acquisition.  It 
entitled the holder not 
only to the family 
leadership and decision-
making, passed down 
from the father, but also 
to a double portion of any 
property inheritance.  
(See Deut. 21:15-17) 
  
It is somewhat harder to 
justify, I believe, the 
outright deception that 
was involved in Jacob’s 
taking of the blessing.  
Isaac had grown old and 
“his eyes were too dim to 
see.”  He commissioned 
his son, Esau, to go on a 
hunting expedition and 
bring him back some of 
his favorite game, so that 
after he had eaten he 
might pronounce a 
blessing on Esau.  Upon 
overhearing the plan, 
Rebecca instructs Jacob 
to quickly go among the 
herd and take two young 
goats. Rebecca took the 
meat of the goats and 
prepared a “savory dish.”  
She put the skins from 
the goats over Jacob’s 
neck and hands so that 
he might appear hairy like 
his brother.  She also had 
Jacob put on Esau’s 
clothing; thus Jacob 



   

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .        3 

would both smell and feel 
like his brother Esau to 
the aging Isaac.  As 
Jacob approached his 
father, Isaac, with the 
delicious meal, he 
answered all questions 
cunningly to continue the 
deception.  So, Isaac, 
thinking Jacob to be the 
firstborn, Esau, 
pronounced his blessing 
upon him: “Now may God 
give you the dew of 
heaven, and the fatness 
of the earth, and an 
abundance of grain and 
new wine; may peoples 
serve you, and nations 
bow down to you. Be 
master of your brothers, 
and may your mother’s 
sons bow down to you. 
Cursed be those who 
curse you, and blessed 
be those who bless you.” 
(Gen. 27:28-29)  Then, 
just as soon as Jacob had 
left Isaac’s presence, 
Esau returned from his 
hunt. He prepared his 
game and brought it to his 
father, Isaac.  It was only 
then that both realized the 
deception that Jacob had 
perpetrated.  The biblical 
account tells us that Isaac 
“trembled with a very 
great trembling,” 
obviously enraged.  Esau, 
on his part, was so angry 

he plotted to kill his 
brother after the passing 
of their father. 
 

 
  
Some commentators 
make an effort to relieve 
Rebecca at least partly of 
blame for this deceptive 
plan by pointing to a 
prophecy she received 
just prior to the birth of 
the twins. While the twins 
were in her womb they 
“struggled together,” 
apparently causing her 
some discomfort. When 
she inquired of God about 
this situation, the Torah 
tells us “the LORD said to 
her, ‘Two nations are in 
your womb; and two 
peoples shall be 
separated from your 
body; and one people 
shall be stronger than the 
other; and the older shall 
serve the younger.’” 
(Gen. 25:23)  According 
to some sources, when 
she realized that the 
blessing of her husband, 

Isaac, was about to go to 
the firstborn Esau in 
contravention of the 
prophecy, Rebecca 
obviously felt compelled 
to step in.  (See, e.g., 
“The Tragedy of Good 
Intentions,” Rabbi Lord 
Sacks, 
http://www.aish.com) 
 
Other commentators do 
not try to mitigate the 
level of deception 
involved in the story, but 
use the situation to 
emphasize another point. 
That is that such difficult 
circumstances often arise 
when parents play 
favorites.  You will notice 
that early in our Torah 
portion, we are informed 
that “Isaac loved Esau, 
because he had a taste 
for game; but Rebecca 
loved Jacob” (25:28).  
Such a blatant statement 
of parental bias and 
disagreement must 
convey some meaning in 
the context of our story, 
according to these 
sources. With such 
division and favoritism 
existing how could the 
family not have struggles 
among siblings?  (See, 
e.g., “Parenting 101,” 
Noah Chertkoff, 
http://www.reformjudaism.

http://www.reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study/toldot


org/learning/torah-
study/toldot) 
 
Another possible 
observation we might 
glean from this story is 
the importance of spousal 
communication.  When 
Rebecca learned of 
Isaac’s plan to bless 
Esau, knowing full well 
this went against a 
message from the 
Almighty that Jacob 
would be the son to come 
to a position of 
preeminence in the 
family, why did she not 
just approach Isaac and 
discuss the matter with 
him?  A simple exchange 
of information and coming 
to parental consensus 
may have avoided the 
need for the deception 
that followed.  Isaac may 
well have planned a 
blessing for both sons, 
just intending to deliver 
Esau’s first, but we will 
never know.  (See 
“Toledot 5771,” Rav 
Michael Susman, 
http://harova.org/) 
  
Finally, many 
commentators point out 
that while acquiring the 
blessing came by 
deception for Jacob and 
Rebecca, it was not 

without great cost and 
consequence.  Jacob 
incurred the ire of his 
father and brother.  He 
needed to flee from both 
and ended up living, 
basically in exile, in the 
region of Syria for over 
twenty years.  Rebecca, 
for her part, had to 
endure that long 
separation from her 
favorite son.  Upon 
Jacob’s return from Syria, 
his beloved wife, Rachel, 
died in childbirth with her 
second child.  Ultimately, 
near the end of his life, 
when the Pharaoh of 
Egypt meets Jacob and 
inquires about his age, 
Jacob tells Pharaoh, “The 
years of my sojourning 
are one hundred and 
thirty; few and unpleasant 
have been the years of 
my life, nor have they 
attained the years that my 
fathers lived during the 
days of their sojourning.” 
(Gen. 47:8-9)   
  
Because the Torah is so 
honest and 
straightforward about the 
lives and actions of our 
patriarchs and matriarchs 
and the consequences 
that followed, we who are 
living almost four 
thousand years after their 

time can still discuss, 
debate, and derive 
meaning from these 
ancient texts.  The 
Constitution of the United 
States is often referred to 
as a “living document” 
because it is debated and 
interpreted based on 
changing times and 
events after just over two 
hundred years of history.  
Can you imagine that 
after four thousand years 
any document could have 
anywhere near the 
relevance of the Torah, 
the document which has 
become the cornerstone 
of the world’s three major 
Western religions, 
Judaism, Christianity, and 
Islam? 
 
 
 

 
 

TBS Sunday 
school 

Marsue Davidson, Sunday school Chair 

  

http://www.reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study/toldot
http://www.reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study/toldot
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President’s 
Message 

Barbara Laufer, TBS President 

With Thanksgiving just around 
the corner, I want to thank all 
of you for all the blessings you 
have added to my life through 
your support of the 
congregation and my 
presidency.  The temple has 
been blessed by people 
making donations that are 
deeply appreciated.  Their 
mitzvot allow us to keep our 
doors open to all, regardless 
of ability to pay dues or 
Sunday school fees, without 
having to raise dues in more 
than 15 years.  The temple is 
also able to support the 
community with donations to 
groups such as soup kitchen, 
hospice, and Exodus House.  
The temple is blessed with a 
congregation that freely 
expresses their wishes for 
continued improvement and 
this is greatly appreciated by 
your Board of Directors.    
 
Thanks to Rabbi Dennis for 
building a wonderful sukkah 
but unfortunately Sukkot had 
to be enjoyed inside due to all 
the rain.  There are many 

people who believe that when 
the pilgrims wanted to 
celebrate the fall harvest, they 
looked to the Hebrew Bible for 
inspiration and modeled their 
first Thanksgiving after 
Sukkot.  Giving thanks to God 
for the bounty of the earth is a 
very Jewish thing to do.  Time 
spent with family and friends 
reflect the Jewish values of 
family and community.  I can 
only affirm the mitzvah of 
bikkurim that includes the 
passage from the Torah in 
Deuteronomy 26:12 “and you 
shall enjoy, together with the 
Levite and the stranger in your 
midst, all the bounty that the 
Lord your God has bestowed 
upon you and your 
household.”  Be safe and 
have a wonderful 
Thanksgiving, shalom.   
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Keith Starnes Instructor in the 
Religion and Humanities 
Caldwell Community College 
and Technical Institute will be 
bringing student from his  
Hebrew Bible and World 
Religions classes. They will 
be our guest this month at our 
Friday, November 13th 
services. We welcome them 
and love to share our Sabbath 
with the community especially 
the youth.  

 
It is time to update our Temple 
Beth Shalom Life Cycle 
Events. Please forward to 
Marsue Davidson, bulletin 
editor your family events to 
update our data base.  

We do not want to miss 
anyone’s Birthday, 
Anniversary or most 
importantly Yahrzeit.  
 
We would also like to update 
our email list, so if you have 
any changes in your emails 
please forward. Please send 
to MarsueDav@aol.com 
 

Temple Board  
 
Our next TBS board meeting 
is scheduled for Wednesday, 
November 13th at 7 pm.  
 
As a reminder, all TBS Board 
meetings are open to all 
Temple members. Please feel 
free to join us and share any 
thoughts. Every board 
member is open to 
suggestions and thoughts so 
we may continue to improve 
your spiritual experiences.  
 

Temple Board Members 
 
Barbara Laufer, President 
Marsue Davidson, Vice 
President 
Tiffany Hull, Secretary 
Mark Faruque, Treasurer  
 
Members at Large: 

 Debra Engelmann 

 Whitney Cohn-
Dominique 

 Aaron Tosky 

 Liz Correll 

 Robyn Diamond 

 Lin Gentry 

 Sandy Guttler 

 Pam Jones 

 Susan Rieder 

 Marion DuBow 



 
 
 

  
 
 

TBS Sunday school 
Program 

Marsue Davidson, Sunday school Chair 

Our Sunday school program 
will have its annual Hanukkah 
party at Temple Beth Shalom 
on Saturday, December 12th 
at 6:00pm. Join us for our 
annual menorah lighting and 
eat wonderful traditional foods 
from our amazing 
congregation. Our parents of 
Sunday school will again 
prepare latkes and all the 
traditional foods of the 
Hannukah meal. Special 
entertainment, bingo, arts and 
crafts for the kids are some of 
the events for the evening. 
Please join us for wonderful 
food and fellowship in support 
for the children of Temple 
Beth Shalom.  

Please remember to reference 
the last page of this bulletin 
for Sunday school dates, 
lesson plans, and services.  

 
 

 

 
 

TBS Sisterhood 
Lin Gentry, Sisterhood President 

The next TBS Sisterhood 
Meeting will be Thursday, 
November 19th at 6:30 pm at 
Hickory Tavern (next to Stein 
Mart on Hwy 127).  We'll 
discuss the upcoming 
Hanukkah Fair.  Please let Lin 
know if you're coming.  
Sisterhood is hosting a 
Hanukkah Fair on Sunday, 
November 22nd from 
11am-2pm at the temple and 
everyone is invited.   
 
The gift shop from Temple 
Beth El in Charlotte will bring 
items from their store that day 
for us to buy. There will be 
items for Hanukkah, babies 
and children, kitchenware, 
jewelry, games, clothing,  
food, and so much more.  
Please check it out! You never 
know what treasures you 
might find!  Please come and 
bring your friends and 
neighbors! 
 
Sisterhood is planning a yard 
sale at the temple in the 
spring, so keep any items that 
you may like to donate for us 
to sell for you.  The 
Sisterhood is trying to raise 
enough money to redo the 
kitchen with new appliances 
and other updates.   
 
New members always 
welcome to come and join us 
this year. The dues of $36 for 
the year and you don't have to 
be a member of the temple or 
be Jewish to join the 
Sisterhood.   

 

Temple Beth 
Shalom Life  
Cycle Events 

 
Birthdays  
 

Rachel Faruque 11/4 
Rachel Engelmann 11/7 
Jon Levinson 11/8  
Doris Davidson 11/8 
Susan Huitt 11/9 
Emmanuel Gitlin   11/9 
Alec Davidson 11/10 
Mary Lee Tosky 11/13 
Jenna Gold      11/15 
Laura Levinson   11/15 
Sarah Levinson   11/16 
Lilla Schneider 11/18 
Sue Cole      11/28  
Aeden Gerds  11/29 
   

Anniversaries 
 
Gold  11/17    
Correll 11/22  
 

Yahrzeits  
 
Samuel Lippe 11/7 
Clara Gitlin   11/9 
Werner Cohn 11/9 
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Harriet Sederholm 
Scholarship Fund 
Announcement 

 
The Sederholm Scholarship 
established by a long-standing 
Temple member, Bert 
Sederholm to honor his wife, 
Harriet, who died shortly after 
her retirement from work in 
Hickory. Mr. Sederholm 
provided the initial funding 
and added to it over the years. 
The scholarship is available to 
students. Temple members 
are looked upon favorably, but 
one does not need to be a 
temple member or Jewish to 
apply. The fully invested 
scholarship fund and the 
dividends are used to provide 
scholarship awards. 
Interested students should 
submit an essay explaining 
their interests and desire for 
scholarship support by June 
15, 2016. The essay is to 
forward to any of the 
committee members Lin 
Gentry,  Julie Owens or 
Sandy Guttler. 

 
Naturally, the committee 
encourages anyone to make 
a tax-deductible donation to 
the Scholarship Fund at any 
time, and a check can be 
forward to Temple Beth 
Shalom and earmarked for 
the Sederholm Fund. 

 
 
 
 
 

TBS Member Business 
Directory 
 

Dr. Ron Dubow 
 
Internist, Geriatric 
Specialist (elderly care) 
Pediatrician  
 
2651 Morganton Blvd SW 
Lenoir,  NC 28645 
828-757-8950 
 
Marsue Davidson, RN DCS            
Unifour Nursing                   
 
805 W. 25th Street  
Newton, NC 28681        
828-464-0244 
www.unifournursing.net 
 
Robyn Diamond, Certified 
Health, and Wellness Coach 
Specializing in Digestive  
Health and Stress 
Management                  
 
843-991-6338 
Robyn@HealthHappyYou.com  

www. HealthHappyYou.com 
 
Dr. Laura Faruque of      
Womens View PA                           
 
915 Tate Blvd SE 
Suite170  
Hickory, NC 28602 
828-345-0800 
 
Dr. Mark Faruque of  
Bethlehem Family Practice                      
   
174 Bolick Lane Suite 202 
Taylorsville NC 28681 
828-495-8226 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Linda Fedder BEE Keeper 
Honey For Sell 
 
828-578-6311 
LiFedder@gmail.com 
 
Marc Fedder M.D. F.A.C.P.  
Internal Medicine at Hickory 
Internal Medicine 
 
828-303-2131 
 
Professor Gitlin Hebrew 
Lessons  
 
109 6th Ave NE  
Hickory, NC 28601 
828-328-9443 
 
Alice Guy of  
The Hickory Wine Shoppe       
 
238 Union Square NW   
Hickory, NC 28601            
828-334-4441  
Info@HickoryWine.com 
 
Michelle Oxenberg Jordon  
Managing Director of 
Design  
 
3166 Main Ave. S.E. 
Hickory, North Carolina 28602 
828.322.3480 Ext. 271 
michelle@robertabbey.com  
www.robertabbey.com 
 

Scott and Julie Owens of             
Taste Full Bean 
 
29 2nd Street NW                 
Hickory, NC 28601 
828-325-0108 
www.tastefullbean.com 

mailto:Robyn@HealthHappyYou.com
mailto:LiFedder@gmail.com
mailto:Info@HickoryWine.com
mailto:michelle@robertabbey.com
http://www.robertabbey.com/
http://www.tastefullbean.com/


Schedule for Rabbi Services and Sunday School 2015-2016 

DATES    SERVICES SCHEDULE   NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 

 
November 8  Sunday School 
  13-14  Services      October 31 
  22  Sunday School 
 
December 6  Sunday School (Hanukah starts at sundown) 

11-12 Services/Sunday School/Congregational Hanukah Party 
Saturday night   (Instead of Sunday School the next day 

23 24 Sunday School 
 
January 8-10  Services/Sunday School    
 
February 5-7  Services/Sunday School    January 23 
  21  Sunday School 
 
March  4-6  Services/Sunday School    February 20 
  20  Sunday School/Prepare for  

Purim and Passover participation 
  25  6:00 PM Pizza Party/Friday night service/ 

Megillah reading—Purim 
 
April  8-10  Services/Sunday School    March 27 

23 6:00 PM Passover Community Seder (Young People 
participate in Seder service instead of Sunday School) 

  
May  13-15  Services/Sunday School    April 30 

22  Sunday School 
June  3-5  Services/Sunday School End of Year Party May 21 
  11  7:00 Erev Shavuot Service (Saturday night) 


